THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

thing in his power that would sweep a political enemy out
of the way, had tampered with the truth just as he had
done in the Servetus affair. Castellio's character was
unspotted. "Let those judge who please to do so/' he
wrote to Calvin. "I fear no man's opinion, if he judge
without bias or hatred. Those who have known me since
childhood know that I have always lived in needy cir-
cumstances, as numberless persons can testify. Must
I call witnesses? Do you not yourself know what my life
has been? Your own pupils have had ample oppor-
tunity of recognizing that no one can entertain the least
doubt as to the uprightness of my behaviour. This being
so, the only charge they can bring against me is that my
doctrine does not coincide with yours, and that therefore
I must be in error. But how can you dare to diffuse
such scandalous reports about me, and to call upon God's
name in this connection? Do you not see, Calvin, how
terrible it is to call God to bear witness on behalf of
accusations which are inspired exclusively by hate and
anger?

"I, too, can call upon God; and since you have called
upon Him in order to support your reckless accusations
against me, I appeal to Him because you have accused
me unjustly. If I am lying and you are speaking the
truth, then I pray that God will punish me according to
the measure of my transgression, and I beg my fellow-
men to deprive me of life and honour. But if I have
spoken the truth and you are a false accuser, I pray that
God will shield me against the pitfalls set by an adver-
sary. I also pray that before your death He will give you
opportunity of repenting your conduct, that the sin you
have committed may not imperil your salvation."

How different is the tone from Calvin's; the tone of
a free-spirited and unprejudiced man as against the tone
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